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WHO IS THE BEST LIGHT 
COMEDIAN ? 


Havine given our opinion as to who is the 
best tragedian and farce actor, we shall now 
proceed to argue who we consider to be our 
most talented and genteel comedy repre- 
sentative. 

The gentlemen who generally represent 
this description of characters at our various 
theatres, and who stand first on the list, are 
Messrs. C. Mathews, Walter Lacy, Leigh 
Murray, Hoskins, and Vining. Mr. J. 
Wallack is absent from our stage and is 
amusing the Americans, or we should have 
included him in the list, and who, we con- 
sider, to be the last of a refined and elegant 
school, which we have always denominated 
the “ Ellistonians.” The former of the 
gentlemen on this list, Mr. C. Mathews, is, 
without doubt, a most amusing actor. He 
is above the middle stature, and is well pro- 
portioned, with pleasing and expressive 
features, and a voice well suited to such 
characters as he generally undertakes. He 
studies the dressing of his characters with 
great care, and is always correct in his con- 
ception of the author. His versatility is 
amusing, and their are few actors who have 
studied so great a variety of parts. In 
naming those he is known in best it is diffi- 
cult to say which he excels in most. If we 
take him in the cool, gentlemanly characters, 
such as Sir C. Coldstream, in Used Up, and 
in another which he excels, in that of 
Speculation, we know of no actor that can 
approach him for his apparent coolness, 
gentlemanly ease, self possession, and modest 
assurance. Notwithstanding all this, which 








is excellent in its way, we think, he shines 
most in bustling characters, as in Patter 
versus Clatter, a piece written by himself. 
Here the rapidity of his speech and his 
clear pronounciation is very extraordinary ; 
besides, his singing in such parts gives him 
a great preference to any other actor of the 
same stamp. We have seen him in female 
attire, and here his make-up and feminine 
demeanour is most extraordinary and cannot 
be forgotten by those who have had the 
fortune to witness it. 

Mr. W. Lacy is a gentleman and a scholar 
—he is graceful, easy, and dignified, both 
on and off the stage, No one can equal 
him in such parts as Lord Foppington, in 
A Trip to Scarborough, and Lord Tinsel, in 
the Hunchback, Here he stands alone— 
the ease and familiarity with which he 
acquits himself when on the stage must be 
seen to be appreciated, and his by-play is 
well studied and kept up. This line of 
character he is seen in to the greatest ad- 
vantage, and we are sorry Mr. Kean does 
not take advantage of his ability in such 
parts as we have named more frequently. 

Mr. Leigh Murray is a rising actor; he 
has seldom had the opportunity of playing 
what is termed the legitimate. We have seen 
him at the Olympic, in domestic dramas, to 
great advantage. A character in a drama 
called, All is not Gold that Glitters, he 
sustained with great judgment and effect ; 
and whoever is partial to this gentleman’s 
acting hould avail themselves of the present 
opportunity to witness his performance in a 
drama entitled, Zhe Discarded Son, now 
playing at the Adelphi, and they cannot 
fail but come away highly pleased, His 
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person is much in his favour, and he may be 
considered in a fair way to become a most 
popular light comedian. 

Mr. Hoskins generally plays as the lead- 
ing light comedian at whatever theatre he 
is engaged at. His Bassanio, in The Mer- 
chant of Venice, is very good. He has 
had considerable experience, and is well 
accustomed to the stage. For ourselves, 
we would rather see him in rustic charac- 
ters, such as Tyke, in the School of Reform. 
No actor of the present day can play this 
character like Mr. Hoskins. He is the 
best linguist we have on the stage, and is a 
most useful member to any theatre. 

James Vining is an old stager, and in his 
time has played many parts, and always 
pleases. His appearance is that of a gen- 
tleman. He is the best walking gentleman 
on the stage, and is never without an en- 
gagement, 

We think we have awarded to the above 
gentlemen their full meed of praise, and 
upon full consideration of their merits and 
qualifications, that C. Mathews’s acting is 
unapproachable, and that he really stands 
pre-eminent of all others in genteel comedy. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 
DRURY LANE, 


THE morning representation of the panto- 
mime of King Humming-Top has become a 
great feature in the entertainments at the 
national theatre. On Wednesday morning 
this house was crowded beyond the most 
sanguine expectations of the management. 
Troops of suburban and country visitors 
who come to London and return home in 
the evening after having witnessed the per- 
formance, as well as a number of juveniles, 
who are not permitted to sit out a late pan- 
tomime in the evening, filled the theatre in 
every part, and enjoyed amazingly the gro- 
tesque drolleries of the monarch of the 
Kingdom of Toys, and his attendant minis- 
ters. It is, we perceive, the intention of 
Mr. Smith to follow up his successful ex- 
periment by giving a morning performance 
every Wednesday during the run of the 
pantomime. The new drama of Paula 
Lazarro will be performed every evening 
during the week. 


HAYMARKET. 
Tue juvenile night given by Mr. Buckstone 
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at his theatre on last Wednesday evening, 
when the pantomime was played after The 
Rough Diamond, proved a great success, 
The house was crowded with holiday folks, 
The shouts of merriment with which the in- 
cidents in the story of The Three Bears, 
were recognised by the juvenile visitors was 
the best proof that could be given of the 
popularity of the subject in the nursery 
circles, and the tact and humour with which 
it has been adapted to the purposes of a 
holiday entertainment. On Tuesday, 17th, 
the second juvenile performance was 
given, commencing at a quarter to seven ; 
and on Thursday a morning performance 
will take place, for the first time, at this 
theatre. The pantomime only will be re- 
presented. 


MARYLEBONE. 


A NEw two act melodrama has been pro- 
duced, called The Death Fetch; or, the 
Fatal Warning. It abounds with striking 
incidents and telling effects, and furthermore, 
has been exceedingly well enacted by all 
the members of the corps dramatique en- 
gaged therein. The old drama of The 
Foundling of the Forest will be revived here 
to-morrow night, and be represented every 
evening during the week. The pantomime 
goes off with increased effect, «he tricks are 
good and the scenery very beautiful. The 
houses have been bumpers nightly. 


BRITANNIA SALOON, 


Aacatn the Britannia pantomime has proved 
suceessful! Nor is this to be wondered at 
when we look at the immense labour and 
expense attendant on its production. Mr. 
John Gray has achieved another glorious 
triumph in his execution of the last scene, 
which represents a “ Grand Horticultural 
Fete and Flower Show,” and which is really 
a gorgeous displaf of art. Indeed, the 
scenic effects throughout entitle Mr. Gray 
to be placed among the artists of the first 
order. In the “opening,” Mrs. S. Lane 
figures as Butterfly, the Fairy Queen, and 
sings several parodies on popular airs in a 
pleasing manner. The ‘comic business” 
is about the average, containing some capital 
“hits” at passing events. Mdlle. Celeste 
Stephan is all one could wish for in the 
part of Columbine—her exquisite dancing 
and graceful pantomime giving great weight 
to the character. Mr. H. Smith, as her 
motley companion, is exceedingly clever, 
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and a more industrious Harlequin we can- 
not name. Mons. Culine and Herr Boorn 
are the Clowns; they are both talented, and 
their comicalities afford much merriment. 
Mr. Newham, as Pantaloon, was very good ; 
and there is a Sprite, in the person of Mr. 
T. Lenton, who performs some astonishing 
feats. 
SURREY MUSIC HALL. 

From our reporter’s visit to this Hall, we 
find that the proprietor has been keeping 
pace with, and to some extent surpassing, 
in the production of talent, that of his 
Surrey rivals. Most of the old favourites 
remain amongst them; Miss M. Hyde, the 
animated comic dialogue singer, and Billy 
Ward’s best mate in his comic scenes of 
business; also Miss E. Kerridge, who con- 
tinues to sing in full tone, which for a child 
is very surprising. W. Ward is always 
droll and humourous, and his songs witty. 
His son, the little Jmitator, (who, we think, 
ought to have something original to enable 
him to display his abilities), amongst other 
attempts, gives the “ Plantation Dance,” 
‘‘after” the manner of the renowned Mr. 
Dwight, formerly of this Hall. The useful 
Mr. Barker, as singer and musician; with 
Mr. Fulcher, as voeal director; and last, 
but by no means least, Mr. C. Hicks, as 
musical director, whose clever executions 
on the grand pianoforte are both amusing and 
surprising. In addition to these and the 
gentlemen of the band, the proprietor has 
secured the services of Mr. and Mrs. Tem- 
pleton, who are singers of the first class, 
This gentleman reminds us much of Mr. 
Braham, many years since; there is great 
taste and judgment in his singing, with 
wonderful power of execution, and their 
duets are exceedingly well arranged and 
executed, Also a comic Irish vocalist and 
dialogue reciter, who is perfect master of 
his line ; his Irish songs are very good, and 
laughingly correct in brogue ; and his Cumic 
History of England and other pieces very 
amusing and exceedingly well spoken. And 
lastly, Mons. Fillis and Sons execute their 
Drawing Room Entertainment, which is of 
no ordinary character ; amongst other .eats, 
the son stands on his father’s feet, and 
throws. therefrom several somersaults in 
quick succession, coming feet to feet every 
round, with the greatest ease and grace. 
This goodly entertainment, and great ex- 





pense to the proprietor, continues at their 
former moderate scale of admission prices, 


We say to our readers, do make a call, 

On Mr. R. Preece at his grandj Music Hall, 
And if you appoint, that appointment to keep, 
We name, its the corner of Great Suffolk Street, 
It commences at 7, so don’t yourselves flurry, 
You'll find ’tis the best entertainment in Surrey, 
And #f you begrudge after ; your cash to outlay, 
We promise you Readers, that cash to repay. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
NOTICE. 


THE l4th Volume, for 1853, is now ready, and may be had 
at our office, 113, Fleet Street, of Lacy, Wellington Street, 
Strand, and Harris, Bow Street. Price 4s, 6d. 

MowTaGue.—The faay you name at Sadler’s Wells has been 
provided with a husband for the last twelve months. 


H. Auu.—Mr. T. P. Cooke was born in the year 1786, and 
made his first appearance at the Royalty, in 1804. 


B. W. W.—The Pantomime at the Olympic was withdrawn 
in eonsequence of the inefficiency of the artists employed 
in it. 

C. C.—We are glad to hear that Mr. Porter has given you 
satisfaction with the portrait, we should not have reeom- 
mended him if we had not known his ability to give 
satisfaction, we consider 3s, 6d. very cheap for Daugerreo- 
type likenesses, 

A. 8.—Go to Mr. Worth, Cornwall Road, Lambeth, he has 
the best assortment of Wigs of any Theatrical Perruqueir 

J. W11LL1aMs must think our time of little value to answer 
such nonsense. 

P. A. D.—The Fatal Dowry. 


Terms for Advertisements, 


Six Lines .....04 
Nine Aitto........0scrrescsesseesserees seeveseee seeseneee 
Twelve ditto. 

For every lime Xtra ose. secseceonerenevee oe pe eee 
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WEDNESDAY, JAN. 18th, 1854. 


MURDER AT THE MINORS. 
Tene are theatres in this great metropolis, 
for the most part remote from the localities 
of civilization, in which assuredly little is 
done to promote art or morality. Indeed, 
some of their pieces would not be offensive 
to the feelings of a Dick Turpin or a Jack 
Sheppard ; and are peculiarly agreeable to 
the sensibilities of the class of gentry whose 
code of ethics savour of the heroes of Gay’s 
opera. In the cause of M. ve sane, ine 
French melodramatic novelists and dramatists 
have laboured assiduously, and some of our 
literary cracksmen (to use an Ainsworthian 
expression) are ambitious of emulating thc 
indecencies. 
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The press, as a censor of morals, is some- 
times bound to call attention to the glaring 
monstrosities we here allude to. Without 
being very straightlaced in opinion, it is 
quite possible for a man to be disgusted at 
the exhibition of lewdness, slang, and such 
absurdities as have been often tolerated on 
the stage, to our national disgrace and op- 
probium, 

Then the way in which we have seen 
pieces murdered at similar places of resort. 
A roaring ruffian possibly enacts Richard ; 
a pitiful, sneaking-looking man, with a lisp 
and a contempt for vowels, is*second “ tra- 
gedian;” a brazen harlot, who “makes 
eyes” at the men at every other point is 
leading woman. We do not say that even 
at the cheapest theatres such low exhibitions 
are common, but there are still several of 
such a description—threshold of the pot- 
house and the brothel—pest even to the 
neighbourhood in which they are situated. 

We have actually seen a low comedian, at 











the performance commenced with “ Ham- 
let’s Address to the Players,” delivered by 
Mr. Berden, who had neither the accent of 
the christian nor the gait of a Pagan ora 
man. He seems evidently a novice, and 
may improve by careful practice, but shou’d 
avoid such chief characters as Bassanio, a 
part he sustained in T’he Merchant of Venice, 
the first concerted piece in the programme. 
The Shylock of Mr. Landsdown was a care- 
fully conceived representation, but in the 
trial scene was deficient in passion and bye- 
play. The Antonio of Mr. Crispe shewed 
that the character had been carefully studied, 
and met with well-deserved applause. Mr. 
Dickens, as the Duke, lacked neither dignity 
nor emphasis; and Mr. Brown effectively 
played Gratiano. The minor parts were 
respectably filled, but a more general use of 
the letter u, in its right place, would have 
been appreciated by the audience. A selec~ 
tion from The Wife followed, in which Mr. 
Crispe, as St. Pierre, fully maintained the 








one house, talking with the utmost non- 
chalance (of course according to the text of 
his author), of intriguing with his neigh- 
bour’s wife; and, we regret to say, that the 
violation of the VII. Commandment appears 
to be an excellent jest in some of the minor 
afterpieces. Is not this murder? 

In conclusion, we beg to enter our protest 
against the infringement of decency before 
any assemblage of females, in public or 
private, We, of the other sex, are born to 
hear the evil things of this world, and, per- 
haps, in too many instances, we do them ; 
but that is no reason why the ears of chil- 
dren and women are to be assailed with the 
foulest language of Billingsgate—or, still 
worse than opprobious epithets—with the 
moral poison insinuated by these panderers to 
thieves and prostitutes, the only fit audience, 
in fact, in an atmosphere revolting to man- 
liness and reason. 





AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 

MARYLEBONE LITERARY 

INSTITUTE. 

To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 
Dear Sir,—A dramatic performance took 
place on January 3rd, at the Marylebone 
Literary Institution, which did great credit 


to the members engaged init. After a very 
neat and unassuming speech by Mr. Stains, 


reputation he had gained in the first piece. 
Mr. Dickens depicted the crafty Duke in a 
most creditable manner. The performances 
concluded with the amusing farce of Jll be 
your Second: Liston’s old part of Placid 
being sustained by Mr. Stain in a manner 
that would not have disgraced his celebrated 
prototype. We recognised this gentleman 
as a member of the old drainatic class of the 
above Institution, in which Woodin and 


talent. General Balcour was well sustained 





by Mr. Alderton. Mr. Brown played 
Lovell with,spirit ; Bryant had a capita] re- 
presentative in Mr. Dickens, and Trotter 
was comically played by Mr. Higenson. 
There was a general recal at the end of 
each piece, by a highly respectable and (in 
spite of the weather), rather numerous audi- 
ence. I remain, dear Sir, 

Very faithfully yours, 

OsBsERVER. 


CABINET THEATRE. 
Tue entertainment at this theatre, on Thurs- 
day evening last, commenced with the ad- 
mired drama, by Douglas Jerrold, of the 
Prisoner of War, and was witnessed by a 
very large and patient audience. The 
curtain, which was announced to rise pre 
cisely at a quarter to seven, did not do so 
until nearly eight o’clock, thus putting the 
| patience of the spectators to a very severe 
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test. It is not our intention to criticise the 
acting fully, owing to the careless and in- 
different manner in which the piece was 
performed throughout. Mr. H. B. Vernon, 
as Basil Tirebrace, delivered some portion 
of the text tolerably well; but, really, his 
make up for the part was ridiculous. He 
looked more like the celebrated Sir Jeffery 
Dunstan than a naval officer. Mr. Oliver, 
as Captain Channel, was tolerable, but de- 
livered what he had to say in a hurried 
manner. Mr. F. West, as Peter Pall Mall, 
has not a spark of comedy about him, and 
twisted his handkerchief about as though he 
was waiter at a tea garden. Mr, Lovell did 
the little part of Tom Heyday very respect- 
ably. Mr. H. Berners acted very judici- 
ously; but Mr. Stanley, as the Jew, ought 
to be sent back to Rosemary Lane, to sell 
old clothes, instead of spoiling a good part. 
Miss Stuart, as Clarina, was anything but 
the Clarina of Douglas Jerrold. This young 
lady has a very ungraceful way of holding 
down her head, which she will do well to 
Polly Pell Mallmall was played 


avoid, 


with spirit by Miss Holland, who kept up 


the character with much vivacity. The 
Wandering Minstrel followed, and the Jem 
Baggs of Mr. J. D. Glover was the only 
amusing character of the evening; but he 
failed inthe song. The late hour prevented 
us witnessing the other pieces. 


LIGHT AND LOW COMEDIANS 
_ CONFOUNDED. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Mr. Eprror,—Looking over your volume 
for last year, as is my wont, I observed in 
No. 731, a communication signed ‘ John 
Western,” which had hitherto escaped my 
notice; the said John Western contending 
that Harley and Buckstone are superior to 
Mr. Alfred Wigan. Now, the question was, 
who was the best light comedians? but John 
Western confounds by thus writing, and by 
his comparative criticism, both light and 
low together as of one stamp. J. W. also 
says, ‘‘ Wigan was very good at the Adelphi, 
but now he has a house of his own his acting 
is certainly not so good.” Why Mr, Wigan 
should so degenerate because he has a house 
of his own is to me an enigma: and I am of 
opinion that Mr. Wigan fails not to exert his 
utmost, whether engaged-actor or manager- 
actor ; and, further, that he can secure for 








himself, in either position, the appreciation 
of the public. 

J. W. forgets, when he says, “ Harley 
rises far above Wigan, and even Buckstone 
is far superior to him;” that Harley is a 
low comedian, and that being a low comedian 
he never performs those parts Mr. Wigan 
does. All England and somebody else 
knows Mr. Harley is one of our best actors, 
and is certainly one ofour best low comedians, 
and that he is not to be excelled in the 
assumption of Shakspeare’s Clowns, Mr. 
Buckstone’s performance is, in like manner, 
known to be as dissimilar to Mr. Wigan’s as 
is Mr. Harley’s. As a farce actor, Mr. 
Buckstone, in such parts as Cousin Joe, 
(in the Rough Diamond ), and Bob Ticket, 
(in An Alarming Sacrifice ), is without a 
rival, Strictly speaking, Mr. Wigan be- 
longs to none of this stamp, but to the Leigh 
Musray, Walter Lacey, and Charles Selby 
school ; a wide difference, therefore, stands 
betwixt them. Imagine Mr. Buckstone 
playing such a part as the bastard Falcon- 
bridge, (in King John ), or Mr. Harley per- 
forming Dixmer, (in Genevieve ), and other 
such extravagant things of Mr. Wigan. 

J. W. continues: “ Mr. Wigan must give 
up his house or he cannot hold such cele- 
brity in the public opinion.” Let him give 
up his house and he will then have an op- 
portunity of displaying his talents.” If J.W. 
can inform me the reason why he should 
give up his house, I should feel edified, for 
I think there could not be a better place for 
an actor to display his talents, if he has the 
mind, than upon the boards of his own 
theatre; and, I dare venture to say, Mr. 
Editor, I am not the only one who would 
say 80. Your obedient servant, 

A. J. W. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—I have been thinking lately what a 
much better figure many of our amateurs 
would cut on the “ regular boards” than 
some of those who are, professionally before 
the public at several of the minor theatres, 
They would, at any rate, be better than 
plenty of the provincial ‘ Johnny Raws,” 
who are often coming to London before 
their talents (if they have any) are matured. 
The Surrey is (with all respect to the 
managers, who are really both spirited and 
clever) a famous place for this kind of work 
—a kind of theatrica] nursery. 
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Dear Mr. Editor:—No doubt you have 
recognised in me, or rather in my writing, 
your old friend and pitcher, Captain 
Macheath. You see I have changed my 
nom de guerre. 1 think Dick Flybynight is 
better, for like many other ladies, I am very 
fond of flying about by night. Many 
thanks for publishing my previous letters, 
and I hope, trust, and believe you will serve 
this the same in your next number. 

Will you tell me also in your notice to 
correspondents the age and address of Leigh 
Murray. I am ashamed to be so troublesome, 
but I think your gallantry will not resist 
this appeal of Dick Flybynight. Is a 
selected and somewhat permanent company 
not better than constantly ringing the 
changes with ‘“‘Mr. Somebody from the 
T. R., Manchester,” and ‘“ Miss Nobody 
from the T, R., somewhere else?” Phelps 
was but an amateur at first. Suppose he 
had stuck to printing, and the theatre in 
Rawstone Street? That would have de- 
prived merry Islington of some portion of 
its merriment, If Gustavus Brooke had 
continued the study of the law he would have 
been a splendid orator, perhaps have worn 
a wig, though not a theatrical one; but the 
legitimates might have pined in vain about 
the humbugging cry that was raised of the 
decline of the drama. Some are born great 
—some achieve greatness—and some have 
greatness thrust upon. Very true, Mr. 
Shakspeare, and I think several of our ama- 
teur Thespians would achieve, if not great- 
ness, celebrity and profit, which they are 
in little danger of getting at the desks, 
counters, and benches, where many of them 
are engaged in the day. 

Your obedient servant, 
Dick FLyByNiecut. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. — 


Six,—I was very much afraid when I sent 
you my letter that it was too long for your 
limited space ; the subject might, perhaps, 
have been treated of in a more concise man- 
ner, but not, I think, with justice to Mr. 
Phelps, considering the sweeping charge 
brought against him by your correspond ent 
“ X, Y, Z.,” whose letter you should read 
in in connection with mine. 

Whatever construction my letter may be 
capable of, to the contrary, I cannot admit 
that I am very prejudiced in favour of Mr. 
Phelps, and altogether against Mr, Smith. 








It is true, I am one of the numerous admirers 
of the former gentleman, as an actor and a 
manager; but I am not the less an admirer 
of Mr. Smith, for the great energy and 
perseverence he has so successfully displayed 
in his management of Drury Lane, and for 
which I consider him entitled to our praise 
and support, both of which he shall have 
from me, so far as my poor abilities and 
means will enable me. 

The real question seems, however, to be 
one of principle, namely, whether you are 
to insert in your journal a direct attack on 
Mr, Phelps, both as actor and manager, and 
then close its columns against a reply, 
well-knowing that there is no other publica- 
tion that can be resorted to for the purpose 
of refuting the charge ? 

Having brought this question prominently 
before you I will leave it entirely in your 
hands—first disclaiming all connection or 
even the slightest personal acqnaintance 
with either Mr. Phelps, Mr. Greenwood, or 
any one of their company. 

IsLINGTONIAN. 


LITERARY AND DRAMATIC 
SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—As you had the kindness 
to insert my letter upon the above subject, 
perhaps, you will give this brief epistle an 
inch, the purpose of which is that if any 
person or persons are desirous of communi- 
cating with me about the above-mentioned 
subject they will be so kind as to address 
their letters to me, under cover, to your 
address. Yours, truly, 
Monte CurisTo. 

P.S. ToS. Y.F. I was a member of 

the Whittington Club myself two years ago. 








MISS MURRAY. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—That Mrs. Stirling is our best comedy 
actress no one will, I think, deny. Those 
who witnessed her performance of the part 
of Peg Woffington, in Masks and Faces, or 
subsequently in Plot and Passion, will not, 
I think, deny that Mrs. Stirling stands 
alone in comedy ; still there are other stars, 
though, perhaps of lesser magnitude, who 
bid fair to be a Mrs. Stirling some fine day. 
There are, at present, three young ladies 
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on the stage of most unquestionable talent, 
and who possess, moreover, the rare gift of 
beauty. I allude, of course, to Misses 
Murray and Leclercq, of the Princess’s, and 
Miss Frances Hughes, of the Lyceum. 
The performance of the first-named fas- 
cinating actress, in the part of Dorothy 
Budd, in the comedy of St. Cupid, shows 
what her powers really are—a more inter- 
esting heroine, who could wish to see? An 
actress of more finish who would wish 
to witness? And yet, notwithstanding this, 
how very little is this public favourite seen. 
With all due difference to Mrs. Kean, al- 
though so elegant an actress, has seen too 
many summers to delineate so young a part. 

Where is Miss Murray now, and why not 
acting? Are there so many pretty actresses 
on the stage that one of such pleasing man- 
ners and such finished style as Miss Murray 
is, can be allowed to take no part in the 
pieces at the Theatre Royal, Princess’s. 
If Mr. Kean cannot find for her a part to 
play, by all means, let her go where her 
merits will be valued, which I fear that they 
are not at present. 

Of Miss Leclerq and Miss F, Hughes I 
will speak another time. We have not so 
many first-rate actresses, now-a-days, that 
one should be forgotten ; and it is submitted 
without any fear of contradiction, that of all 
young actresses, now out, Miss Murray is 
the “star”; in fact, there is no better one, 
excepting Mrs, Stirling. 

Yours, from the tomb, 
Tue Gost or Liston Cuurcuyarp. 


PROVINCIALS. 


SHEFFIELD—THEATRE Royat.—On Monday, 
the 9th inst., a new piece, called The Early 
Days of Hamlet and Yorick, the King’s Jester, 
was produced. On Thursday night Miss Cush- 
man appeared for one night only, in her justly 
famous character of Meg Merriles. The house 
was crowded. Her performance of this character 
is too well known to need any comment, suffice 
it to say she was well supported by the various 
members of the corps dramatique. Time Tries 
All, on Friday evening, was pleasingly played. 
Miss Whynne, as. Laura Leeson; . Diddear, 
as Mr. Leeson; and Mr. Calhean, as Tom Tuck, 
deserve especial mention. Saturday evening in- 
troduced to a Sheffield audience Miss Fanny 
Wallack, in the character of Romeo. The lad 
oe a good voice and figure, and will, 

oubtless, prove an acquisition, Miss Whynne’s 
Juliet was full of passion and ing. The 
Fountain of Beauty still keeps its position, and 
has been played every night during the week. 

















NotrincHaM.—Isabelle’s circus and company 
have made a most successful visit here. Wallett, 
the Clown, took his benefit on Friday. 


Corx.—Mr. G. V. Brooke appeared as Riche- 
lieu here, for his own benefit, on Saturday, the 
7th inst. There was not a vacant seat in the 
theatre on the occasion. 


Strocxrort.—The Freemasons liberally patro- 
nised Mr. Macarth’s Irish Musical Entertainment 
at the Temperance Hall, last week. The room 
was much crowded, 


Dervizrs.—Madame Amedei, Mr. and Mrs. 
Weiss, Miss Arabella Goddard, and M. Sainton 
appear at an evening concert, to be given in the 
Town Hall on the 23rd instant. 


Hv11i.—Miss Glyn is about to give “ Shak- 
sperian on at the Literary Institution, 
commencing on Thursday next. 


Wuirrnaven.—The Misses Pyne, with Mr. 
W. Harrison and Mr, H. Horncastle, are to sing 
at two concerts to be given at the theatre on next 
Thursday and Saturday Sronsna: The same 
artistes are to sing in the Lecture Hall at Carlisle, 
on Tuesday next. 


Sa.ispury.—Miss Fitzpatrick made her first 
appearance here on Friday last, and played 

elen, in the Hunchback, for the benefit of the 
poor of the town. 


Gtascow.—Italian operas are to be produced 
here on the 30th and 3ist inst. There was a 
morning performance of the pantomime at the 
theatre on Tuesday last. The business has been 
very jgood, 

MaccirsrieELp.—Eaton Stone’s equestrian com- 

wd opened here on Monday last, for six days. 

ere was a morning performance on Wednesday. 
The circus has been well attended. 


CotcuEsTeR.—THEATRE Royat.—The benefits 
are now on, and the season drawing to a close. 
Mrs. Maddocks took hers on Monday, the 9th, 
and had a pretty f y~ house ; the pieces were 
Green Bushes and Hunting a Turtle, both of 
which went off admirably, her acting in both 
being truly great. In fact, so admirably was 
she supported in the latter by Mr. G, Clair and 
Mr. Nelson Steyne, that it was one incessant 
roar of laughter from beginni to end, We 
think Mr. Steyne’s Mr. Turtle one of the best 
things he has done here, it was a piece of good 
comedy. Bichard the Third, Gamester, and the 
Wandering Boys have also been gone through 
very successfully. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 


Mr. G. V. Brooxr.—This eminent actor will 
make his re-appearance at Drury Lane Theatre, 
on the 30th inst., in the character of Lucius 
Junius Brutus, in Howard Payne’s tragedy of 
Brutus, 

Tur WELLINGTON FunERAL.—Those who did 
not witness the Grand Funeral Procession of 
England’s warrior-statesman, would do well to 
pay a visit to the panorama of that imposing 
= mial, at the St. George’s Gallery, Hyde 

ark, 
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Potytrcunic Institut1Ion.—The new photo- 
graphic views, magnified to a gigantic size on 
the disc, about a thousand square feet in surface, 
and the novel dissolving views now shown at 
this Institution, are amongst the most attractive 
and interesting exhibitions of the metropolis at 
the present time. 

Mapame Tussauvp’s Exutprtion.—A_ very 
highly-interesting portrait model has just been 
completed by the Messrs. Tussaud, and placed in 
the great room. ‘This figure represents the pre- 
sent Archbishop of Paris ; and this distinguished 
prelate is dressed in the full costume of the 
Catholic Church, and appears in the act of 
bestowing the nuptial blessing on the Emperor 
and Empress of the French. 


We perceive in another part of our Journal, 
an advertisement, that a professional gentleman 
is about to get up a night at the Cabinet Theatre ; 
and, from our knowledge of this gentleman's 
abilities and courteous behaviour, those ladies 
and gentlemen who may favour the advertiser 
by playing for him, may depend on the pieces 
being produced as they ought to be. 

Royat Dramatic Entertainments. — The 
managers of four of the metropolitan theatres -- 
Mr. Webster, Mr. Charles Kean, Mr. Buckstone, 
and Mr, Wigan—were engaged on Thursday 
evening, in the representation of the comedy of 
Money, at Windsor Castle, before her Majest 
and the court. At the Haymarket, the Princess’, 
and the Adelphi, the pieces had to be changed 
on that night; and the Olpmpic Theatre was 
altogether closed. 


Royat Treatricats at Winpor.—We learn 
from a source, which we believe to be accurate, 
that the “bill of fare” of the next evening’s dra- 
matic performance, has been suddenly changed 
by royal command, ‘This unexpected contre- 
temps is said to have arisen in consequence of an 
objection to one of the parties figuring in the 
dramatis persone, now to be changed. ‘The un- 
toward circumstance has created no little gossip- 
ing scandal in dramatic circles, to which we will 
do no more than allude. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


RAMAIC and ELOCUTIONARY INSTRUCION.— 

Mrs. W. WEST, (late of the Theatres Royal Drury 

Lane and Covent Garden), begs to inform her patrons and 

friends that she continues to give lessons in Elocution 

and to receive Pupils for the STAGE, at her residence, 
277, Strand. 








fmy\OM MATTHEWS, the celebrated CLOWN, at Home 
Clown Tavern, 57, Drury Lane, (four doors from 

Drury Lane Theatre). T. M. wishes to inform his friends 
and the public in general, that he has returned from Paris, 
where he has made a most successful tour, and having been 
nightly received with immense applause by a fashionable 
Parisian audience. T. M. will be most happy in meeting 
his friends in his newly built Long Room, capable of hold- 
ing 100 persons, every evening, at Eight o’clock, where 
they can have the choicest Wines, Spirits, Ale, Stout, and 
Porter, and likewise hear an excellent song. 

e Homing kind Friends will rally round, 

And Patronize their English Clown ; 

Whose every wish has been most true, 

To please the million—not the few!” 


N.B. Mr. Reeves attends and provides ‘professional 
gentlemen with engagements. 





JOURNAL. 





O PRINTERS.—TO BE SOLD, a Bargain, a Capita 
DEMY WOOD PRINTING PRESS, with Iro, 
Platin, 18 in. by 25 in. and new Iron Frames to Tympans 
Apply to H. M. Pollett, Printer, 22, Milk-street, Cheapside 


O THE THEATRICAL PROFESSION & OTHERS. 

Ladies and Gentlemen in the above Profession are 
Tespectfully informed that they ean have their Portraits 
taken either in or out of character by the Daguerreotype- 
process for FIVE SHILLINGS EACH. These portraits 
are taken by the last new and improved process, whereby 
they are warranted not to fade or change colour, Artists 
Rooms, at Mr. Worths, Theatrical Wig Maker, 97. Cornwall 
Road, Waterloo Road. Hours of Attendance, Daily, from 
10 tilldusk. Time of Sitting, One Minute. N.B. State 
of the weather of no importance. 











ANTED, Several Ladies and Geritlemen to take Cha- 

racters in a Private Theatrical Performance at the 
Cabinet Theatre, Liverpool Street, King’s Cross—being for 
the benefit of a professional gentleman ; those ladies and 
gentlemen who have never appeared will be accept.d and 
instructed. ‘The following pieces are selected for the occa- 
sion :—The Rent Day, Unfinished Gentleman, Wandering 
Minstrel, and The Farmer’s Siory, Each person on taking 
a character will be expected to subscribe a small sum 
towards defraying the expenses of the performance. A 
limited number of cards of admission will be given. The 
audience to consist of the frietids of the subscribers. A 
caste of the characters, with alist of prices may be seen 
any evening frem 8 till 10, as aliove. All letters for this 
night to be addressed to A. A. Letters requiring an answer 
must contain a stamp. 


tie DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. Thi? 
magnificently re-decorated Suite of Rooms is OPEN 
EVERY EVENING, and comprises the largest and best 
Ball Room in London, Splendid Subscription Room most 
elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar Divan, 
and Baleonies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, Coffee, 
and Refreshment Rooms, fitted up ina superior style. 153 
immense and costly Mirrors refleet the decorations at all 
points—while the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
Lustre Chandellers, and numerous Lamps, presents a coup 
d’eil of unparelleled splendour, luxury, elegance, and 
refinement Mr. W.M. Packer’s inimitable band will per- 
form nightly selectiotis from “ .aSontambula,” “ Lucia ée 
Lammermoor,” * Les Huguenots,” * Puritani,” &e, And 
a grand Christmas programme of Dance Music, including, 
the ‘‘Clown’s,” ‘ Distribution,” ‘ Sultan,” “ Osborne” 
and “ Nice Young Maidens’” Qudrilles. The ‘* Violante” 
and “ Princess Mary’s ”” Waltzes. The “ British Queen,” 
“*Cadogan,” and * Great Nugget” Polkes. The ‘ Con- 
stance’’ and “Koh-i-noor” Galops, &c. Doors open at 
Eight o’clock and close at Twelve. Admission Is. 

N. B. The Proprietor begs to announce that his LAST 
BAL MASQUE this season, is fixed for Thnrsday, Feb. 
9th. Gentlemens’ Ticket, 5s. Ladys’ Ticket, 3s. each. 

HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL- 

LED.—Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honoured with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admission 1s.: Napoleon 
Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 11 till 10. Win- 
ter—11 to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Three Months .. One Shilling. 

Six Months ... .. Two Shillings. 

Twelve Months........+...++++-. Four Shillings. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o'clock by 
G. J. Baynes, 113, Fleet Street, for the Proprietor, W. Bes- 
tow, 19, Upper Cummings St., Pentonville, where all 
communications are to be sent; and Sold by Vickers, 
Holywell-street ; J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Black, 
friar’s road; Gilbert, Paternoster Rc w; Shaw and Wilson- 
7, Bridges Street, Covent Garden ; anda]! Booksellers and 
Newsvendors. 

Manchester, James Daggett, 52, Great Ancoats and Mr- 
Lynch, Market Street; J. E. Forsyth, 24, Scotland Place, 
Liverpool. To be had by order in anv of the Provincial 
Towns. 


London: Printed by H. M. Potxert, 35 & 36, Alder- 
manbury, in the City of London.—January 18th, 1854. 
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